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INTRDUCTION 


"The  student  and  the  fight  against  igno- 
rancet  poverty  and  disease"  •  this  mas  theme 
which  the  Federation  of  Student  Associations  of 
Madagascar  chose  for  its  Second  National  Semi* 
nar* 

There  are  certainly  other  timely  subjects 
and  other  problems  which  concern  the  student 
world  and  the  world  in  general,  quite  concrete* 
ly,  disarmament,  peace,  world  student  unity,  etc. 
It  is  not  that  FAEM  feels  itself  alienated  from 
these  serious  problems  which  were  anyway  the  to* 
pic  of  serious  study  during  its  first  National 
Congress*  But  this  time,  it  wanted  to  stress  its 
engagement  in  the  improvement  of  the  living  con¬ 
ditions  of  less  privileged  members  of  society. 
Among  the  obstacles  standing  in  the  way  of  this 
aspiration  are  ignorance,  poverty  and  disease, 
which  deserve  attention  and  require  rapid  solu¬ 
tion. 


It  is  the  duty  of  all  members  of  society, 
including  students  to  combat  these  plaques.  The 
first  National  Seminar  in  1962  and  the  first 
National  Congress  in  1963  defined  the  student 
as  "an  integral  part  of  society,  sharing  its 
problems  and  its  aspirations"*  A  social  res- 
posibility  is  therefore  incumbent  upon  them  *** 
they  must  contribute  to  the  development  of  this 
society,  to  the  elimination  of  all  these  evils 
and  to  the  search  for  social  welfare* 

But  the  student  must  no  longer  content 
himself  with  theoretically  admitting  his  respon¬ 
sibilities,  He  must  make  a  personal,  voluntary 
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contribution  and  cope  actively  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  less  privileged  members  of  society* 
For  the  participants  of  the  second  National 
Seminar,  therefore,  it  was  a  question  of  conside 
ring  how  the  student  can,  in  a  practical  way, 
contribute  effectively  to  the  elimination  of 
these  three  plagues  —  ignorance,  poverty  and 
disease  --  and  open  the  way  to  programs  of  prac¬ 
tical  action* 

Thus,  together  with  conference  and  commis¬ 
sion  work,  the  Seminar  also  included  practical 
work  session  which  enabled  participants  to  come 
in  contact  not  only  with  literacy  teaching  me  • 
thods  among  adults  and  didactic  techniques,  but 
also  and  above  all,  with  building  methods,  with 
bricks  and  trowels*  U/e  also  note  that  at  the  end 
of  the  Seminar  and  in  keeping  with  this  desire 
to  make  their  aid  tangible,  a  preparatory  com¬ 
mittee  was  elected  for  the  future  FAEdl  tl/ork  Camp 

Six  days  are  certainly  not  enough  for  an 
exhaustive  study  and  drafting  of  a  complete 
program*  Nevertheless  we  hope  that  this  Second 
Seminar  will  suffice  to  give  students  a  clearer 
and  more  tangible  idea  of  the  tasks  which  face 
them  and  stimulate  them  to  take  part  in  large 
number  in  the  programs  of  community  develop¬ 
ment,  especially  in  the  forthocoming  FAEUII  Uiork 
Camp* 

The  Executive  Committee 

"Democracy  is  only  an  illusion  as  long  as  a 
large  part  of  the  inhabitants  still  live  in 
ignorance,  poverty  and  disease." 


F.A.E.m. 

17  rue  Berg§ 
Tananarive 
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APPEAL  OF  THE  SEIIfllNAR 

UJe, 

students  and  representatives  of  youth  organic 
zations,  reeeting  in  Antsirabe  from  (flarch  22  to  27 
1964,  in  the  Second  National  Seminar  of  FAEffl, 

-  REALIZING  the  responsibility  incumbent 
upon  us  as  an  integral  part  of  society  and  in  our 
desire  to  participate  concretely  in  improving  the 
living  conditions  of  the  less  privileged  members 
of  society, 

-  HAVE  ADOPTED  the  following  conclusions 

as  a  oasis  for  work  in  drafting  a  program  of  so* 
cial  action, 

*  ISSUE  an  appeal  to  all  students  to  take 
part  in  large  number  in  community  development 
programs, 

*  INVITE  all  youth  and  student  movements  to 
organize  community  development  programs,  together 
or  in  the  framework  of  each  movement, 

*  INVITE  all  youth  and  student  movements  to 
participate  in  the  Uiork  Camps  organized  by  FAEfll, 
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I  -  THE  riGHT  AGAINST  ILLITERACY 
DEFINITION 

Illiteracy  means  ignorance  of  reading  and 
writing  techniques;  as  one  of  its  consequences, 
it  hampers  an  awareness  of  the  need  for  deve¬ 
lopment* 

The  literate  person  is  one  who  knows  how 
to  read  and  write  any  by  this  token,  is  able  to 
utilize  his  opportunities  a^d  knowledge  in  a 
rational  and  effective  way  for  his  own  develop¬ 
ment  and  for  the  general  development  of  society# 

EXTENT  OF  ILLITERACY  IN  WAOAGASCAR 

The  absence  of  information  of  a  statistical 
nature  makes  it  impossible  to  determine  exactly 
the  situation  of  illiteracy  in  RIadagascar#  Never¬ 
theless,  its  extent  can  partially  be  calculated 
by  the  attendance  rates  in  primary  schools^ 


years 

inhabitants  of  school 

attending 

percen¬ 

age 

school 

tage 

1950-1 

4,207,000  799.000 

236.000 

295^ 

1960-1 

5,?98,000  1.007.000 

456.000 

415^ 

At  the  present  time,  the  schooling  rate  is 
around  45^  of  the  children  of  school  age* 

In  1972,  according  to  the  education  plan, 
there  will  be  around  1*700*000  children  to  attend 
school*  1*200*000  are  to  finish  school,  that  is, 
7^%. 
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For  a  long  time  there  have  been  and  will 
be  children  who  will  not  get  an  education  and 
the  problems  of  illiteracy  will  continue  to  con- 
front  us« 

INFLUENCES  OF  ILLITERACY 

The  influence  of  illiteracy  on  national 
life  are  multiple*  Illiteracy  is  im,  general  a 
hindrance  to  the  welfare  of  the  individual  il¬ 
literate  and  it  limits  the  productive  expansion 
of  the  nation* 

For  instances 

-  It  prevents  civic  education  from  being  carried 
on  effectively  and  hampers  the  active  and  con¬ 
scientious  participation  of  illiterate  citizens 
in  the  country's  political  life,  which  favors 
the  exploitation  of  illiterate  inhabitants  and 
means  of  direct  or  indirect  pressure  on  them; 

-  It  hinders  the  awareness  of  the  development 
of  resources  and  promotes  their  irrational  ex¬ 
ploitation  ; 

-  It  presents  the  problem  of  a  squandering  of 
technical  capital,  lack  of  technical  skills, 
the  consequence  of  ignorance* 

HOlii  TO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THIS  PLIGHT 

1*  Schoolino  for  children  and  literacy  training 

for  adults 

The  fight  must  be  waged  on  two  fronts: 

-  Extend  the  benefit  of  primary  education  to  all 
children, 

-  Teach  adults  to  read  and  write*  Hie  cannot  expect 
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progress  in  education  to  make  the  problem  of  il¬ 
literacy  disappear,  except  in  the  remote  future. 
Also,  literacy  training  for  adults  is  necessary 
because  it  makes  it  possible  for  adults  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  country's  life.  Finally, 
adult  literacy  training  appears  as  the  necessa¬ 
ry  complement  of  a  program  of  total  education. 

But  the  fight  against  illiteracy  cannot  be 
carried  on  by  the  same  means  as  for  primary  school¬ 
ing  ,  because  the  resources  at  hand  are  already 
too  limited  to  be  able  to  achieve  the  minimum 
objectives  in  education,  Uie  must  therefore  find 
effective  but  less  costly  means,  especially  by 
using  the  social  dynamisms  through  a  strict  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  "TAX  ON  KNOUiLEDGE"  in  an  atmosphere 
of  general  entusiasm,  encouraged  and  supported 
by  continual  effort, 

2,  Conditions  for  tne  success  of  a  literacy 

campaign 

-  ^x£ejri£n£e^  £a£paLi£P£: 

To  uiage  a  good  literacy  campaign,  tue  must 
take  into  account  the  positive  and  negative  ex¬ 
periences  already  achieved.  Efforts  made  so  far 
are  certainly  laudable  and  meritorious,  byt  they 
can  still  be  improved.  Also,  for  the  better  or¬ 
ganization  of  -future  campaigns,  these  shortcomings 
should  be  stressed: 

.  to  broad  recruitment  ahich  often  does  not  take 
physical  and  pedagogical  qualifications  into  ac¬ 
count  and  uihich  depends  a  little  too  much  on  good 
ujill  alone,  luhich  is  certainly  a  fine  thing.  But 
it  is  not  enough, 

,  a  lack  of  real  specialists  in  question  of  edu  ® 
cation  and  adult  literacy  training,  basic  research 
and  teacher  training.  This  leads  to  an  insufficient 
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training  of  teachers  uiho,  for  this  reason,  do  not 
have  accurate  knowledge  of  the  social  and  natural 
facts  which  will  face  them. 

-  £orid^t^oris__f£r_,s^c£e^a^o£  ^h£  l.e£e^ 
£U^h£ritie£; 

General  plannigg  supported  by  the  following 
measures: 

•  Financial,  legislative  and  administrative  mea¬ 
sures, 

-  Organization  of  a  structure  before  permitting 
the  collaboration  of  official  organs  and  non-go¬ 
vernmental  organizations  in  order  to  avoid  redoun- 
dancy,  waste  and  politics  within  the  organization, 

•  Statistical  research  to  enable: 

-  the  evaluation  and  localization  of  the  extent 
of  illiteracy, 

-  the  evaluation  of  results  in  quantity  and  qua¬ 
lity. 

-  £0£d^t^0£S_f£r^S£C£e£S__0£  ^h£  l.B£e^ 
i_l  j^i  Jt  e£  a^ej  t  ^ 

•  The  work  must  have  sense  for  adult  illiterates 
to  whom  it  is  directed  and  it  must  be  acceptable 

to  them;  this  necessitates  a  great  deal  of  research 

•  They  must  come  to  understand  the  advantages  which 
education  will  bring  them  (i.e.  the  perspective 

of  a  better  job,  etc.). 

-  £o£dit^O£s__f£r £n__t^e_^l£V£l^o£  ^h£ 
^eac|ie£82. 

•  Certainly  good  will  is  necessary  above  all,  but 
it  is  not  enough:  the  effectiveness  of  the  work 
for  the  success  of  the  literacy  campaign  will  de¬ 
pend  in  large  measure  on  the  pedagogical  and  tech¬ 
nical  training  received  by  the  teacher.  If  the 
teacher  wants  to  contribute  effectively  to  the 
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dissemination  of  education,  as  well  as  to  the 
training  and  strengthening  of  individual  perso¬ 
nalities,  he  must  be  acquinted  u/ith  the  various 
aspects  of  Illiteracy  and  the  main  didactic  fac¬ 
tors  in  combatting  it  (pedagogical  training, 
knowledge  of  adult  psychology,  etc*) 

«  To  this  we  must  add  the  sincere  desire  to  serve 
others,  good  physical  training  and  good  moral  con¬ 
dition. 

STUDENT  PARTICIPATION 

tt.  At  the  level  of  the  movement; 

The  student  movement  itself  should  organize 
literacy  campaigns  but  in  order  to  avoid  anarchy 
and  redundancy,  these  campaigns  should  be  coordi¬ 
nated  with  the  objectives  of  the  national  cam¬ 
paign  and  studied  in  collaboration  with  specia¬ 
lists;  these  campaigns  can  take  two  forms: 

-^A^c^m£a  i^gji  £f _a^P£r  m  a  n  e£t_n£ t  u  r_e : 

In  a  direct  relatively  near  to  the  city  whe¬ 
re  sessions  can  be  held  weekly  or  monthly. 

•_A_C£m£aigfi  £f^ani  ^n£U£l^ojp  iea,9£n£l_n£tur£: 

In  a  region  far  from  Tananarive  and  during 
a  set  period,  ^ut  in  order  for  it  to  have  conti¬ 
nuity  and  to  be  effective,  other  educators  must 
be  trained  in  the  zone  itself  who  will  take  over 
after  the  students  leave  and  make  periodic  visits 
to  follow  up  the  results  achieved. 

These  campaigns  necessitate  the  creation  of 
a'*Social  Group"  within  the  movement,  whose  role 
would  be  to  study  all  questions  dealing  with  lite¬ 
racy  training  and  to  contact  specialists  and  the 
authorities. 
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2.  At  the  Individual  level. 

The  role  of  the  student  is: 

•  To  devote  part  of  his  time  and,  if  possible, 
financial  means,  to  the  literacy  campaigns, 

-  To  convert  parents  and  convince  them  to  permit 
their  children  to  take  part  in  the  literacy  cam¬ 
paigns, 

-  To  take  part  in  campaigns  organized  by  the  stu¬ 
dent  movement  and  other  organizations* 


II  -  SOCIAL  ACTION  IN  RURAL  AREAS 

PRESENT  SITUATION  OF  RURAL  WASSES 

85^  of  (Iflalgaches  du/ell  in  rural  regions, 
living  mainly  out  of  agriculture  and  in  condi¬ 
tions  (uhich  are  often  miserable  and  precarious: 

-  Notoriously  lotu  incomes, 

-  Low  degree  of  education, 

-  Defective  sanitation  (poor  health,  malnutri¬ 
tion,  etc*)* 

CAUSES  AND  CONSEQUENCES  OF  THIS  SITUATION 

The  causes  of  this  situation  are  multiple* 

Here  are  some  of  them: 

-  natural  (climate,  soil,  etc*) 

-  historic  (colonialism) 

-  sociological  (blind  attachment  to  certain  tra¬ 
ditions,  often  harmful) 

-  economic  (low  incomes,  poor  marketing  of  produce) 
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This  situation  can  only  retard  the  hatmo- 
nious  development  of  the  country  and  it  hampers 
the  well-being  of  the  inhabitants* 

NEED  TO  IITIPROVE  THIS  SITUATION 

There  is  no  question  here  of  an  act  of  chari¬ 
ty,  but  of  a  need,  it  is  a  question  of  human  soli¬ 
darity  which  concerns  all  members  of  society,  in 
particular  the  privileged  ones  (including  students) 
and  above  all,  it  is  essential  to  the  nation's  ge¬ 
neral  development* 

HOUi  TO  IWPROVE  THIS  SITUATION 

There  is  a  vicious  circle  here,  because  to 
improve  this  situation,  the  country  must  be  deve¬ 
loped  but  development  is  only  possible  in  a  socie¬ 
ty  where  the  conditions  of  existence  have  been 
changed  and  improved*  Action  must  be  taken  never¬ 
theless  and  here  are  some  possibilities: 

1  •  At  the  level  of  the  state:  by: 

*  .fflobilization  of  energies  and  consciences,  devoid 
of  politics  of  any  kind. 

*  Administrative  and  economic  reforms  (especially 
reduction  of  imports  of  substitute  products,  re¬ 
duction  in  operational  budget,  etc.) 

*  A  more  effective  extension  and  planning  of 
tasks  of  the  Rural  Administration* 

2.  At  the  level  of  international  solidarity: 

By  the  application  of  a  system  of  aid  and 
assistance  which  will  not  be  a  temporary  solution 
but  a  means  which  can  contribute  to  the  general 
process  of  permanent  development*  These  aids  and 
assistance  should  preferably  go  through  an  inter- 
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mediary  like  UNESCO,  FAQ  etc*  in  order  to  guaran¬ 
tee  their  disinterested  character* 

3*  At  the  level  of  non-oovernmental  oroanizationa 

(relioious  movewents*  trade  unions*  youth  and 

student  wov/eraents) 

-  By  the  education  and  information  of  members  for 
a  clear  amareness  of  the  problems, 

-  By  financial  or  material  contribution  to  pro¬ 
grams  for  improving  the  living  conditions  of  the 
inhabitants, 

-  By  personal,  voluntary  contributions,  direct  ac¬ 
tions  on  the  spot  and  the  carrying  out  of  practi¬ 
cal  tasks* 

PR03ECT  FOR  PRACTICAL  ACTION  IN  RURAL  AREAS 

The  principle  has  been  accepted  that  the  stu¬ 
dent,  as  a  privileged  member  of  society,  should 
contribute  to  improving  the  living  conditions  of 
other  less  privileged  members*  But  this  principle 
must  be  translated  into  facts*  The  Seminar  there¬ 
fore  suggests  as  possible  action  the  "SPONSORSHIP** 
of  regions  in  uihich  the  needs  and  conditions  of 
under-development  are  manifest* 

1  *  Forms  of  action; 

Action  may  be  carried  out  on  tiuo  planss 

-  Contribution  to  management  mork 

-  Contribution  to  educational  tasks  through  BASE 
EDUCATION  in  particular*  The  latter  should  involve 

*  Children  not  attending  school 

*  Boy  and  girl  teen-agers 

*  Men  and  women* 
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2,  Weans  of  action: 

These  can  have  a  bearing  on  the  following 
points: 

•  The  fight  against  illiteracy 

-  Wedical  care  and  advice 

-  Social,  economic,  cultural  information  etc* 

••  Kome^making,  child  care  for  women 

-  Educational  amusements,  etc* 

3*  Conditions  for  success: 

To  be  effective,  action  should  be  adapted  to 
the  situation  of  society  in  which  it  applies  and  by 
taking  into  accounr  its  aspirations  and  desires*  It 
also  necessitates  the  good  will  of  those  interes- 
ted  and  on  the  part  of  the  student*  It  implies  a 
great  deal  self-sacrifice  and  patience  on  the  part 
of  the  latter*  Hence,  all  this  necessitates: 

-  a  "grass  roots  poll"  in  advance  in  order  to  ga¬ 
ther  information  on  human  and  material  realities 
on  ths  spot  as  a  basis  for  action, 

-  good  training  of  the  student  and  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  succeed, 

-  the  association  of  interested  parties  in  the  task 
of  improving  living  conditions;  this  implies  reci¬ 
procal  confidence  on  both  sides* 

III  -  U/ORK  CAWPS 

PRINCIPLE  AND  AIW 

The  principle  of  the  U/ork  Camp  was  already 
defined  by  the  1st  National  Congress  of  FAEW  in 
its  Resolution  37;  it  reads  as  follows: 
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"ADHERING  to  the  principle  uihereby  the  student,  a 
member  of  society,  should  not  only  pursue  his  stu* 
dies  and  prepare  for  his  examinations,  but  also 
do  his  share  in  national  tasks, 

CONSIDERING  the  stats  of  under-development  in  which 
Madagascar  finds  itself  and  the  proportions  of  the 
huge  project  of  national  construction,' 

CONSIDERING  that  no  intellectual  can  assume  hia 
responsibilities  to  his  own  society  if  he  does  not 
have  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  his  com¬ 
patriots, 

CONSIDERING  that  in  contact  with  disinherited  inha¬ 
bitants  and  peasants,  the  student  can  improve  their 
living  conditions  in  all  aspects  and  supplement  his 
own  culture,..** 

The  liiork  Camp  thus  should,  above  all,  make  pos¬ 
sible  the  participation  of  the  student  in  the  prac¬ 
tical  tasks  of  improving  the  living  conditions  of 
the  disinherited:  it  should  give  the  student  an 
opportunity  to  help  these  inhabitants  and  to  libe¬ 
rate  them  from  everything  which  might  hinder  the 
harmorious  davelopment  of  their  living  conditions. 

PRESENTATION  OF  THE  LliORK  CAMP 

The  U/ork  Camp  could  present  two  aspects: 

-  The  EDUCATIONAL  aspect  (literacy  training,  base 
education) 

-  The  CONSTRUCTION  aspect  (social  center,  housing 
center,  forestry  projects,  etc.) 

There  is  no  prior  choice  between  these  two 
aspects  and  they  can  even  be  carried  on  simultane¬ 
ously.  It  is  up  to  those  responsible  to  decide,  ta¬ 
king  the  actual  situation  into  account  and  to  set 
up  priorities.  Anyway,  the  construction  aspect  can 
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only  be  envisaged  in  connection  uiith  material  and 
financial  possibilities* 

CHOICE  or  CAItIP  LOCATION 

The  choice  of  location  of  the  Ulork  Camp  will 
be  decided: 

-  first,  by  considering  all  the  needs,  the  degree 
of  under-development  and  its  degree  of  urgency, 

-  also  FAEin's  financial  and  material  possibilities* 
ItlODALITIES  OF  THE  CAWIP 

1 .  Lessons  of  the  past* 

The  liJork  Camps  in  the  past  have  not  produced 
the  expected  results  for  the  following  reasons: 

-  insufficient  number  of  participants  due  to  short¬ 
comings  in  psychological  preparation  but  also,  and 
oerhaps  especially,  because  of  the  absence  of  a 
real  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  students; 

-  shortcomings  of  Preparatory  Committee; 

•  lack  of  coordination  among  participants  and  tech« 
nicians  and  works  director; 

•  natural  factors; 

•  extent  of  the  work  did  not  correspond  to  the 
time  limit* 

Hence,  study  and  serious  preparation  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  future;  it  is  also  reccomended  that 
a  Preparatory  Committee  be  organized* 

2 •  The  Preparatory  Committee* 

This  Preparatory  Committee  will  include  eight 
members,  at  least  two  of  whom  will  have  already 
participaii  .0  in  work  camps  in  the  past;  the  Vice 
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President  for  National  Affairs  will  hold  the  of¬ 
fice  of  President  and  be  responsible  for  the  fi¬ 
nancial  management  of  the  Camp, 

The  Preparatory  Committee  will  be  responsible 
for  the  following} 

-  a  study  of  the  locality  around  the  Camp; 

-  material,  technical  and  financial  preparations; 

-  psychological  preparation  of  students  and  orga¬ 
nization  of  a  training  course  for  participants. 

3.  Number  of  participants. 

Since  the  (Uork  Camps  provide  the  opportunity 
for  students  to  manifest  their  desire  to  share 
in  the  improvement  or  society,  it  is  preferable 
not  to  limit  the  number  of  participants  in  advance 
since  this  risks  excluding  some  people  of  good 
will.  But,  if  the  number  of  participants  will  turn 
out  to  be  too  large,  it  would  be  desirable: 

-  to  request  a  cash  contribution  from  the  partici¬ 
pants  for  financing  the  Camp,  this  would  also  be  an 
indication  of  their  good  will; 

-  to  use  the  relay  system,  taking  into  account  the 
work  to  be  done  and  the  Camp  program. 

4.  Duration  of  Camp. 

The  Camp  will  last  one  month  at  the  most; 
the  Peraparatory  Committee  should  therefore  study 
the  kind  of  work  which  can  be  accomplished  during 
this  period.  It  should  also  set  the  dates  so  as  to 
enable  the  largest  possible  number  of  students  to 
take  part  --  preferably  between  Duly  15  and  August 
15. 

5.  Conditions  for  success. 


The  success  of  the  UJork  Camp  will  especially 
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depend  ons 

•  the  timely  preparation  of  all  aspects  of  the 
Camp  (study,  finances,  materials,  etc.); 

-  serious  preliminary  preparation  of  partici¬ 
pants  (information,  documentation,  physical 
and  psychological  preparation); 

-  The  attitude,  good  will  and  team  spirit  of  all 
participants; 

•  the  cooperation  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  work 
of  the  Camp,  which  implies  a  reciprocal  confidence 
among  the  students  and  inhabitants. 
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